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Thurſday the 7th of September 1704. 
Being the Day appointed by Her Majeſty for a 


olemn Thankſgivin | 
To Almighty GOD 


FOR H 


Late Glorious VICTOR Y obtain d over 
the French and Bavarians at Bleinheim near 
Hochſtet, by the Confederate Forces under the 
Command of the Duke of Marlborough. 
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HESE Words are the Concluſion of a Song 
of Triumph, occaſion*d by an eminent Victory 
which God was pleas'd to give the Troops of 
— OM Iſrael, under the Conduct of Deborah and 
; Barak, over the Army of Jabin King of Canaan, which 
was commanded by Siſera: And *tis not eaſy to ima- 

gine, that any thing could be better ſaid at the Cloſe 

of ſuch a Song; for from the grateful RefleQi- 

on here made on the glorious things God had already 


— —ñ— ——ͤ ů ů ů ů —— 2 — 


—— — 


. * if 
g : , ' vote a eta coy? 
T 2 - 2 
.: — 0 — ——ů—ͤů — — wv — 3 


done for his People, their Hope is rais'd to expect like 4 
future Bleſſings from his favorable Providence. Their i 
Diſtreſs under the Tyranny of Jabin was very great, ; = 
their Victory over him very ſignal and compleat; and the } 
Thankſgiving of Deborah and Barak, together with the | 
reſt of the joyful People who ſhar'd in the common | 


Salvation, was becoming ſo great an Inſtance of the 
Divine Compaſſion and Goodneſs : And as #heir-Plal. 126. --_ 
Mouths were fil d with Joy, and their Tongues with Sing- 2. . 1 
ing; and their Hearts were full of Gratitude to the kb 
Almighty for the great Victory they had obtain'd, ſo 
they conclude their Song of Praiſe full of ng 
A 2 0 


of 


I bang Sermm 


of the like Wonders the ſame Divine Hand would here- 
after effect in favour of the Church. So let all thy Ene- 
Fries periſh, O Lord; q d. Juſt as this potent Army 


tof Canaanites has been routed and overthrown by 


« thy Almighty Hand; ſo let the reſt of thy Enemies, who 


4 oppreſs thy Church, and ſeek the Ruin of thy Inhe- 


c ritance, be themſelves defeated and deſtroy'd. Com- 


4 pleat, OLord, the Work thou haſt begun, till thou 


% haſt avengd thy ſelf of all thy implacable Adver- 
"_.: :- | 

Aud let them that love Him be as the Sun when he goes 
forth in bis Might 3 q. d. Let all who love the Cauſe 


and Intereſt, the Name and Honour of the living and 


true God, ſtill proſper in their juſt Deſigns and glorious 
« Enterprizes: Let thoſe who govern his People, let 
te thoſe who fight their Battels and lead *em on to Vic- 
* tory, let all who love their God and Them become vi- 
* gorous and glorious, as the Riſing Sun when he comes 
e forth to run his Race, ſcattering with his Preſence 


$4 « both the Darkneſs of the Night and the Miſt of the 


Morning. 


The Hebrew Idiom will bear theſe Words to be inter- 


preted either as a Petition, So let thy Enemies periſh, &c. 


or as a Prediction, So ſhall thy Enemies periſh, O Lord. 


And if it be conſider d only as a Petition, ſince it is 


the Prayer of a Propheteſs who was divinely inſpir'd, it 
muſt be granted that it was form'd in her Mind by the 
Spirit of God, in order to be effectually anſwerd (for 
he inſpires no vain Requeſts) and therefore contains in 


it the nature of a Prophecy: 


_ 'Tis moreover worthy a Remark, that the glorious 
ViRories wrought in the time of the Judges, as well as 
thoſe before in the days of Abraham and Moſes, and thoſe 


obtain'd afterwards in the time of the Kings of Judab 


and 
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and Iſrael, and the eminent Deliverance of the Church 


from the Babylonian Captivity, ſeem all to have been figu- 


rative Repreſentations of the like, nay yet greater Glory 


and Succeſs, with which God will crown his Church in the 
latter Ages of the World, and of the compleat Delive- 


rance he will give her from the Captivity of myſtical 
Babylon. And therefore as we are now aſſembled to look 


back with Joy and Gratitude on the late Glorious Victo- 
ry it has pleas'd God to give the Confederate Arms againſt 


1 , 


See Rev. 
Ch. 17, & 
Ch. 18. 


thoſe of a great modern Tyrant, ſo we may thence take 
occaſion to look forward with hope for the like future 
Succeſs againſt all the Enemies of God and his Church, 


and to ſing in Conſort with Deborab and the reſt of the 


triumphing Iſraelites, So let all thy Enemies periſh, O Lord 


Bui let them that love Him be as the Sun when he goes forth 


in bis Might. „ 
In which Words we may conſider, 


I. The grateful Reflection that is made on the Eminent 


Victory God had lately given his Church over their 
Enemies, to which our Text obviouſly refers. So 


let all thy Enemies periſh, &c. i. e. Juſt ſo as the 


Canaanites periſh'd in the late Battel celebrated in 
this Triumphant Song. by 5 
II. The hopeful Proſpect that is hence taken of the Suc- 
ces tobe expected by the Church on like occaſions; 
the Prophetick View of her future Victories and 
Triumphs. Let thy Enemies periſo; or, thy Enemies 
ſhall periſh : But they that love Him ſhall be as the Sun 
when he goes forth in his Might 
III. The humble Aſcription that is made to God of the 
Victory already obtain'd, or whatſoever like Advan- 


= 


tages might be hereafter expected. For by the Ad- 


dreſs that is made to God to execute the like Ven- 
: geance 


geance on all the reſt of his Enemies, tis intimated 
that the Overthrow of theſe Canaanites was owing 

to his Divine Hand; So let all thy Enemies periſh, 
„c ao bo oi 
And Laftly, I ſhall attempt to make ſome Improve- 
ment of the Whole, with reference to the Occaſion 

of our Solemn Thankſgiving this day. 


: 6 | 
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Firſt then we are to take notice of the grateful Re- 

flection made by the pious Deborah and "Barak, 

and the reſt of the thankful Iſraelites, on the great 
Victory God had given em over their Enemies; which 

was ſo great, that they mention it as a Model and Pattern 

by which they deſire and hope he would proceed againſt 

all His Enemies, or (which is the fame thing) the Ene- 

mies of his Church in Ages to come. . 
If we read this and the foregoing Chapter, we ſhall 

find the Iſraelites were in a miſerable Condition. Fabiz 

King of Canaan had actually enflav'd this Free People. 

They who had livd under the benign Influence of a 
Theocracy, being ſubje& to no other King than God 
himſelf, were forc'd to yield their Necks to the uneaſy 
Ch. 4. v. 3. Yoke of a Heathen Tyrant, who mightily oppreſs d en, 
8 and that for twenty Tears together; for their Rock had 
30. ſold 'em, as Moſes had long ſince predicted. They did 
Judges 4. evil in the ſight of the Lord —— and the Lord ſold 'em 
into the handof Jabin King of Canaan; i. e. God by his 
Providence deliver dem into the hands of this Tyrant, 

and permitted him to treat em as Slaves who are ſold for 
Mony. The great Oppreſſion they groan'd under is ele- 

| gantly defcribd in this Song of Deborah In the days of 
Ver. 6,7,3..Shamgar the Son of Anath, in the days of Jac] the High- 
ways were unoccupy'd, and the Travellers walk'd through 
By-ways. The Inhabitants of the Villages ceasd in I(rael, 


until 
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until I Deborah aroſe, till I aroſe a Mother in Iſrael. Dey 
choſe new Gods, then was War in the Gates : Was there 4 
Shield or Spear ſeen among forty thouſand in Iſrael ? 
They that are deliver d from the noiſe of Archers in the pla. e. 11. 
ces of drawing Water, there ſhall they rehearſe the righteous 
As of the Lord, — Tt ſeems they were continually li- 
able to the Excurſions and Inſults of the Canaanites, who 


EH continually ravag d and ſpoil'd their Poſſeſſions, ſo that 


they could not ſtep abroad without running the riſque o ß 
falling into their cruel hands. War, and the fatal Train 
of Miſeries that attended the Conqueſts their Enemies 
had made, had depopulated the Villages of that fertile 
Country, had ſtop'd the Courſe of their Commerce, 
had render'd their publick Roads deſolate, and carry'd 
terror into the very Gates of their fortify'd Places. Mul- 
titudes of Iſraelites were intirely diſarm'd; and that war- 
like People, whoſe diſtant Fame when they came our of 
egit made the Inhabitants of Paleſtine tremble,were now be- Exod. 13. 
come ſo weak and defenceleſs, that ſcarce a Sword or Shield 14. 
was to be found among 40000 of em. Nor could they 
go out to draw water for themſelves or Cattel without the 
peril of their Lives, being conſtantly infeſted with the tu. 
multuous noiſe of Archers that lay in wait to oppoſe em. 

This Miſery was the leſs tolerable to all who had any 
ſenſe of Religion and Honour, in that they were aban- 
don d to the Fury of a Heathen Prince of one of thoſe Joſh. 17. 
Nations that had been conquer'd by their Anceſtors, and '* 
made to ſerve under Tribute; and whom, by a ſupine 
Negligence added to the reſt of their Sins and Follies, they 
had ſuffer d to grow to this exorbitant Power; fo that 
the People whom they had formerly fubdu'd, were now 
become S ares and Traps to em, Scourges in their Sides and Joſn. 25. 
Thorns in their Eyes, as Joſhua had foretold em. The * 
Canaanites who formerly ſervd em, were now 1 

„ their. 


* * 
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their Maſters; they who were once tributary to 


dem, were now their inſolent Governours. The Wor- 


ſhippers of Idols trampled on the People who were in- 
troduc'd into this Country by the mighty Hand and 


out. ſtretchd Arm of the Living God; who made 
way for 'em by a long Train of miraculous Succeſſes, 
ſubduing all that oppos'd em hy his Sword and by his 


Under theſe unhappy Circumſtances there was (hu- 


manly ſpeaking) no appearance of regaining their Li- 
berty 3 for what could be expected from a People whoſe 
Spirits had been long enfeebled and dejected by a tedious 
ſtate of Servitude, and who were moreover naked and 
defenceleſs, againſt a powerful Monarch who had a very 
numerous Army and nine hundred Chariots of Iron in 


the Field? An Army that had been ſo fleſh'd with re- 


peated Victories, and ſo us d to Succeſs, that the Mother 
of Siſera their General, as well as the reſt of the Ladies 
of King Jabin's Court, could by no means entertain a 


1 Thought that they had fail d in their preſent Expedition, 


Ver « 295 


29, 30. 


while yet they could not but wonder at their unuſual 
ſtay in the Field. They knew not how to Imagine that the 


Iſraelites could ever have aſſembled Troops enough to 


make head againſt them,or could have been furniſh'd with 
Arms and inſpir'd with Courage ſufficient to defeat an 
Army ſo great and ſo well appointed as that under the 


Command of Siſera; and are therefore well deſcrib'd 


in this excellent Song to have exprefs'd themſelves after 


the following manner: The Mother of Siſera look'd out at 


4 Window, and cry d through the Latteſi, Why is bis Cha- 
riot ſo long in coming? Why tarry the Wheels of his Cha- 
riots Her wiſe Ladies anſwer'd her, yea ſhe return'd_ 


anſwer to her ſelf Have they not ſped £ Have they not di- 
vided the Prey? Io every man a Damſel or two ;-40 Siſera 


— | | 4 


Pc Kren ys: - Gr 
4. Prey if diver colours, a Prey of divers colours of Nee 
ae both fi tides, meet N the Wel, of them that tale 
the Spoil-e 
2 170 5 Troops of Jabin were the more debe in 
that they appear to have been join d by ſome other Prin- 
Ces of Canaan. The Kings came and fought, then fought Vet. 19. 
the Kings of Canaan in Taanach by the Waiters of Me- 
giddo— Theſe Kings were Confederate, with Fabin, ch. 4. 2; 
and perhaps Tribütary to, him: For be reign'd;jin Hazer, 
which was the bead of many ' Kingdoms ; 5 and a Prince of Joſh, 11. 
the ſame name Was Kingot Huxer, and aſſembled divers 10. 
otber Princes togetber to oppdſe Jana hen- he inva- 
ded Canaan, and receiv d an Overthrow as fatal by his 
hand, as Fel onarch, With whom our Text. is con- 
ea a from, the hands of - Deborah and Barak... MY 
y ſome of ihe Tribes of 7 Iſtacl, whether through 
ale of ever recovering their antient Liberty, or a 
ſervile fear of aggravatin their Bondage, or a ſtupid 
neglect of their own-true] per or a Spirit of Faction, 
and Mica difaff ect 0. 10 the good Government 
and wiſe EN NES 1 FRET the neceſſary Ser- 

vice "of th tha orab ay, and gave the Prophetels 

j e ick the mid en her Piet to upbraid em 

with, the oſs. of lo. glorious an occaſion of bgnalizing | 

Rory Nam 0d an of; e 15 their Affect tion to 2 

92 05 B 17 0 js io thou, among the She: 16, 17 

fo Ids, 1 Wor 1 

| ont of Reuben there were = Searching of beart, x Gi- 

01 75 beyond Jordan, and w did Dan remain in 
B , Aſhex e. continued on. the a res 8d | abode,7 in his 
Jreaches, | 
And that which added 4 Very great weight. to all the 

other Diſcouragements 05 which khis miſerable, Beo- 


ble 
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ple Jabourd, was the greatneſs of their Sin, in having 


abandon'd the Service of the true God. They cryd to ; 
Him indeed when they were in diſtreſs, but their fre- 
quent Revolts ſhew that their Prayers and Tears often 


L- RO rather from the ſenſe of their Sufferings, than 
th 


at of their Sins. Was it likely that that God that had 


been ſo oſten provok d by them and their Fathers, who re- 


turn'd as cqnſtantly to their former Tranſgreſſions as he 


repeated his wonted Favours, would now again deliver 
dem? Might they not juſt! & that He would now 
dem? Might they not juſtly expect that He would now 


| beasdeaf to their Prayers, as they had before been to 


his Commands? Tet ſo re and indulgent was the 
Great God to this perverſe and ungrateful People who 
had dealt treacherouſly with him, by violating his Co- 
venant and forſaking his Worſhip, that when they ſeem'd 
in the leaſt ſenſible of their Iniquity and 'Folly, He 
heard their Supplication, and wrought Deliverance for 
em. And tho it appears not from the Context that 


there was ſo great and general a Reformation among em, 


as might have been expected bath from the ſacred Au- 
thority and ſhining Example of that great Propheteſs, 
who then judg'd the Tribes of Iſrael; yet God was 
pleas d to crown her Government with a glorious Victo- 


ry, as a Reward to her extraordinary. Zeal, and a Re- 
ftꝛurn to the fervent Prayers of thoſe pious Iſraelites, who 
IU for the Abominations that had been committed, and 


us d their utmoſt Endeavours to reform the Manners of 
the People. | 3 "NN 

A Vidory to a Nation under ſo great Oppreſſion, and 
living in fear of being loaded with yet heavier Chains, 
was a kind of Reſurrection. The Revival of the glo- 
rious Cauſe of their Religion and Liberty, that ſeem'd 
to be expiring together, farniſhid an occaſion of Joy 


and Thankſpiving fit to be celebrated by the Tongue and 


Pen 


Peace to the Tribes of I[/rael. 


man left, 


— 2 — 


Pen of that Prophetetz who bad (under God) the chef 


hand im the Work, and the principal fhare in the Honor 
of that happy Day, which at Onee brought Deftruc- 
tion on the Forces of  Fabir, and returnd Liberty and 
A Victory very glorious to Deborah and "Barak, in 
that at the head of ten thouſand Iſraelites they gave an in- | 
tire Defeat to an Army mach ſaperior in number. And C. 4 4. 
Deborah ſaid to Barak, Dy, for this # the day in which b 


the LOR D hath deliver'# Sifera into thy hand : Is not the 


LORD gone ont before thee? So Barak went down from 
Mount Tabor, and ien thouſand men after him; and the 
LORD diſtomfited Siſera, and all his Chariots, and all bis 
Hoſt with the edg of the'Sword before Batak: So that 
Siſera lighted down off his Chariot, and fled" away on his 
feet. Bat Barak prrſued after the Chariots aud after the 
Hoſt 10 Haroſheth of tbe Gentiſes : and all the Hoſt of Si- 
ſera fell on the edg of the Sword, and there was not 4 


All things concur'd to give the Cænaanies a mortal 


Blow. They fought from Heaven, ſays the Propheteſs, Ch. 5. 20, 


the Stars in their Courſes fought againſt Siſera. Some In- 
terpreters think Thunder and Lightning, with great 
ſhowersof Rain or Hail, which God is faid to reſerve Job 38. 
againſt the time of Tronble, againſt the day of Butel and G . 
War, were ſent from Heaven to the Aﬀiſtance of the I 
ralites. Others ſuppoſe that Expreſſion denotes that the 

Stars contributed to compleat the Victory, in furniſhing 

Light to the Troops of Iſrael to purſue the routed Ene- 

my. Tos the Opinton of others, that it relates to the 
Miniſtry of Angels, who are calPd Stars in the Book of Job 28. 7. 
Job, and have beer often employ'd to execute the Di- 


vine Juſtice on the Enemies of the Church. And others 


imagine it to be a Poerical Allufion repreſenting the high 
. B 2 | =» 


er Ground from which the 1/aclites fought, the good 

Order and Diſcipline obſery*d - among em and 

the Courage and Reſolution with -which--rh& | 

| taind their ground and beat the Enemy fro 
* So that they ſeem'd to fight from Heaven, and ap- 
+ pear'd regular in all their Motions, like the Stars in 
F ln p90 br 30336 36 
| Thoſe of the Enemy who were not overtaken by the 
E Sword were driven into the River Kiſton; and their 
Horſe were as intirely broken and deſtroy d as their Foot, 
Ch. 5. 21, as appears by Deborab's Song: ' The River Kiſhon ſwept 
22 erm away, that antient River the River Kiſnon: O wy Soul, 
tlas haſt trodden down Strength. Then were the Horſe- 

hoofs broken;by means of the "Prancings, the Prancings of 

their Mighty ones. l 

This Action was the more memorable, in that it was 


* firſt concerted and afterwards carried on by the prudent 
B „5 Management and good Conduct of a WOMAN. It: 
1 See Ch. 4. was Deborah who lent Bærak on this glorious Expediti- 


brave Attempt to ſhake off the ſervile Yoke that had 


recover their loſt Honour. And as Siſera, the General 


EIS ERR. LORD —— 
Lois Td 5 * LEA >_ 
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der d it that he ſhould fall into the hands of another ; and 


ter d hex empty Hopes, when the Great God thought fit 
to conſound their Pride and (tain their Glory, to make the 


27, 18. 


* : 


25 


4 


his: 


on, and rouz'd the Courage of the People to make a 
ſo long gall'd em, to vindicate their antient Rights, and 


of King Fabin's Troops, inglorioully fled from the 
 --Sword of one WOMAN, the Divine Providence ſoor- 


inſtead of dying in the Bed of Honour, he fell by no 


| other Weapon than a Nail driven thro his Temples with 
3 | a Hammer. FF 0 r be 
2 So vain was the confident Expectation of Victory in 
= Siſera's Mother, and the other Court:Ladies who flat- 


Pl. 33. 16. World know that there is no King ſaud by the multitude of 
| 8 a 


acti. ac 


So that this Battel at the River Kiſhor prov'd a deciſive 
their God whoſo often made their Enemies fly and fall 


our Text refers, we are to conſider, 


4» 
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a Hoſt: a mighty man is not deliver d by much Strength, 

A Horſe is 4 vain thing for Safety; neither ſhall he deliver 
any by his great Strength. But that— The Eye of the Lord 

is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his Mercy. 

. . To conclude this Head: The Conſequence: of this 
wonderful Victory was not only the Re-eſtabliſhment of 

the Liberty of the [/aelites, but the Diſſipation of all 

their. Fears; the Enemy being overthrown beyond a 
poſhbility of rallying again. And as a Peace of forty 

years enſu'd upon it; ſo at the expiration of that. time, ch. 6. 1,2. 
when their Sins provok'd God again to ſend 'em a 
Scourge, it was by another hand that he chaſtis'd em: 


ſtroke in favour of Irael; and happy had that People 
been, if they had conſtantly adher'd: to. the Service of 
before em. r 3 | - 

Having given ſome account of the Victory to which 
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II. The hopeful Proſpect that is hence taken of the fu- 
ture Victories to be expected by the Church on like Oc- 
caſions. [So let all thy Enemies periſſ, O Lord.] q. d. 
„ However numerous and powerful thoſe Armies are 

ce that are employ'd to oppreſs and perſecute thy People; 
& how much ſoever thoſe who employ em glory in their 


* gown Strength and Policy, and aſſure themſclves, of 
* new Conqieſts and repeated Triumphs; ſcatter their 


«© Numbers, break their Arm of Fleſh, confound their 


4 Counſels, blaſt their Deſigns, and diſappoint their 
„ | 95 


Ik here ariſe a doubt in the mind of any Perſon, whe- 


ther ſuch a Prayer as this, tho us'd by the T[/raelitiſh 


Church, is ſutable to the mild and forgiving Temper of 


S 


* 


14 A Thankſgiving Sermm © 
| the Evangelick Adminiſtration, by which we are taught 
Mat. 5. 44. to love onr Enemies, to bleſs tbem that curſe an, to do good 
to them that hate as, and to pray for thoſe who deſpitefully 
| #ſe ws and perſecute 2; I deſire it may be confider d, that 
1 > As the Words of our Text were dictated by the Holy | 
' Spirit, who guided the Propheteſs in the Compotition 
of her Song of Praiſe; they can't be inconfiftent with 
the Words of our Saviour, who had the Tongue of 
the Learned given him by the fame Spirit. Some indeed 
have imagind, that under the Diſpenſation of the Old 
Teſtament a much greater liberty was taken by Holy 
men to invoke the Divine Vengeance againſt their Ene- 
mies, than is allow'd under the New; the Chriſtian Re- 
Hgion being peculiarly eminent for that Meekneſs and 
Charity, wherewith it infpires its Votaries. But ſince 
| theſe are moral Virtues,by whatever new Motivesthe Doc- 
| trine of the Goſpel recommends the Practice of em, the Na- 
\ ture of em was ever the fame: and as they are to be refer'd 
to the ſecond Table of the Moral Law, they neceſſarily 
bound the Conſciences of thoſe who liv'd under the Old 
Teſtament, as well as of thoſe who live under the New. 
Nor is it to be ſuppos d that the Spirit of God who in- 
fpird ſo many Prayers againſt the Enemies of the Church, 
as are to be found in the Book of Pſalms and other parts 
of the Divine Writings, would have indulgd in the 
Prophets an uncharitable and malicious Frame of Mind, 


3 vhich is utterly inconfiftent with the Precepts of the f 

: Moral Law. 5 ! 

\ FF 19 Wy 5 3 

Tis true we ought never to pray for the eternal De- | 

| | ſtruction of thoſe that hate us, but on the contrary that 1 
1 | they may he ſavd from the Wrath to come. And 


if we find in the Holy Scripture ſome Imprecations that ; 
ſeem to aimat the everlaſting Ruin of the Perſons againſt 
whom they are utter'd ; as thofe againſt Judas and fome | 
vther 
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other Enemies of God and his Church, in the 69th 
Pſalm and elfewhere : theſe are rather to be conſider d 
as Predictions of their everlaſting Miſery, than Prayers 
that they might be for ever miſerable ; and none ought 
to uſe the like againſt any, till they make it appear that 
the Spirit of Prophecy has plainly mark d 'em out and 
devoted em to Perdition. b 255 
Nor ought we abſolutely to deſire and pray for the 
temporal Ruin of the Enemies of the Church in general, 
or thoſe of the Nation in which we dwell, but only con- 
ditionally, if the Rules of the Divine Law and Provi- 
ſiion for the common Safety make it neceſſary, We are 
even to deſire their Preſervation, if it may be conſiſtent 
with Juſtice and the publick Good; yet this hinders not 
but we may pray, that if they perſiſt in their Injuſtice and 
Malignity, and are to be reduc'd by no milder method, 
they may rather fall into that Ruin they have pre par'd for 
others, than proſper in their unjuſt and cruel Deſigns 
againſt the Innocent. VVV 
If a Controverſy between different Princes ande 
States ariſe to that height that it can't be deeided but 
by Force, and a People maſt either ſacrifice all that's 
dear to em to the boundleſs Ambition of a Tyrant, or 
betake themſelves to Arms to aſſert their Rights, and ſeek 
to preſerve themſelves by the Slaughter of their Ene- 
mies; Reaſon and the Law of Nature, the common 
| Principle of Self. preſervation, and the Law of Nations, 
tdhe Love of Juſticeand the Safety of the Innocent, all 
ijultify thoſe Prayers that invoke the Exertion of the Arm 


- 


of Godto vindicate ſo good a Cauſe, by the Preſervation 
of the Righteous and Overthrow of the Wicked. And 
the Holy: Scripture yoo us innumerable Inſtances of 
| Petitions of this kind, and of the Approbation they 
have receiv'd from Heaven, by the ſignal a 
| Ry hs 
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Undertaking, we may warrantably prey tor Succeſs in 
15 it; 


ww Thenkfaiving" {Sermon- © 


aha hive been given in anſwer. to em. 
For there is a very great difference between rerfond 
Coneroverſies and thoſe of large Communities or whole 


Nations. It becomes a private man to paſs by Offences, 
x0 forgive Injuries, to pray for his Enemies, and render 
dem good Offices for their ill Treatment of him; becauſe 

this may not only conſiſt with, but very much conduce to 


his own Safety, Honour and Ad vantage, and the Welfare 
of the Community wherein he lives: and when theſe ſuf- 
fer or are in danger, he may appeal to the Magiſtrate who , 
is God's Vicegerent, and (eek the Deciſion of the Quar- 
zel at the hand of publick Juſtice, But when Nations 


contend, and bave no Judg on Earth to whom they can 


agree to refer their Cauſe, they by taking up Arms, make 


an. App eal to God the Sovereign Judg of the Univerſe, 


and refer their Quarrel to the Deciſien of his Provi- 


dence. And when the Ruin of one or tather Army 


muſt determine the Controverſy, nothing can be more 


evident, than that thoſe who are ingag d in a righteous 


Cauſe may pray for their own Succeſs, which implies the 
Defeat of their Enemies, becauſe this is now brooms ne- 


ceſſary to their own, Preſervation. © 
I might add, that the Enemies of the Church in the 


Text are calbd the Enemies of God, theſe being conver- 
tible Terms; and conſequently thoſe who love God's 
Honour and Interelt, may very ſafely pray. that his Ene- 
mics may bediſsppointed. and ſubdu d. 


In ſhort, the Practice of the ern God in all 
Ages furniſhes Precedents for ſuch Prayers; the Promiſes 


in the Prophetick Wriungs boch of the Old and New 
Teſtament give encouragement to em; and whatſoever 
might be ſaid in vindication of a juſt War, may be fairly 


alledg'd to juſtify em. For when War becomes a lawful 
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; that is, for the Overthrow of our Enemies ; unleſs 
0 one will maintain, that 'tis unwarrantable to pray 
for Succeſs in a lawful Undertaking. 

| But I proceed to the other part of Deborab's Prayer in 

the Text. Having pray'd againſt the Enemies of God 
and of his Church, ſhe adds a Petition for the Proſpe- 
rity of the Righteous : Hut let them that love Him be 
4 the Sun when he goes forth in his Might. 

1 They may well 2 ſaid to love God, who love his 

Honour, his Truth and Cauſe, who love the Peace and 

| Proſperity of his Church, and who expoſe themſelves to 

b Labour and Fatigue, to Difficylties and Dangers for her 

i ſake. Tis not unlikely that this Cbaracter was primarily 

; delignd for the Officers and Troops of Iſrael, who had 

ſo bravely conquer d the formidable Army of the Gamnaa- 

_ mites; and whom the Propheteſs mentions with ſo much 
Honour in other parts of her Song. My Heart (ſays Yer. g 
{he) # toward the Governours of Iſrael, he offer'd them- 
ſelves willingly among the People Bleſs yethe LORD. 

: Ont of Ephraim was there a Root of them againſt Ama- , 1. 

! ek: after thee Benjamin among thy People: out of Ma- 

chir came down Governours, and out of Lebulun they that 
handle the Pen of the Writer. _— Tebulun and Napheali Ver. 18. 

g were 4 People that jeoparded their Lives unto the Death in | 

| the high Places of the Field, But this Requeſt may be 

| commodiouſly extended farther, and refer d to them who 

; | ſhould love God in all ſucceeding Ages; and may be 

: thus paraphrasd : Let all thoſe generous Governours, 

e all thoſe brave Officers and Troops of Volunteers who 


a have ſbard in the Glory of this Expedition, and all 
' © thoſe who ſhall have the like Zeal for God, and the 
fame Love to the Interelt of his Church in future times, 
e proſper in their honourable Attempts for the common 
6 Benefit ; Let them ariſe like the Sun out of their Ob- 


. 3 C : „ icurity, , 
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ſcurity, and (till increaſe in Strength and Honour 


oe 


e and as that glorious Luminary chaſes away all the 
Horror and Darkneſs of the Night, and diſſipates the 


Pfal. 19.5. | 


« hid from the Heat thereof: Let their generous Actions 
in like manner ſpread their Fame thro the Univerſe : 
& Let their Honour be as extenſive as ther Iufluence: 


% Clouds and Miſts that ſurround him in the morning, 
ſo let them ſpeedily and intirely ſcatter all the Force of 
their Enemies. As the Sun comes like a Bridegroom 


and his Circuit unto the ends of it; and there nothing 


Let every part of the World that feels ihe enefit of 


© the great things they have perform'd, have an agree- 


iſa, 60. I. 


ce able View of the Glory they have acquir'd, 
And I may add what was intimated beſore, that thefe 


words may be commodiouſly interpreted as a Prophecy 


of the happy State of the Church in the latter days, 
with the Promiſes whereof the Scripture abounds, and 


often deſcribes it with the like Metaphorical Expreſſions. 


In this view the Prophet Iſaiab addreſſes himſelf to the 
Church in theſe Terms : Ariſe, ſhine, for thy Light is come, 


and the Glory of the LORD is riſen upon thee, And as 


Cant. 6. 10. 


Rev. 12. 1. 


ſhe is deſcribd in the Song of Solomon to be fair as the 
Moon, clear as the Sun, and terrible as an Army with Ban- 
ers; fo ſhe was repreſented to the Apoltle John as 4 
Woman clotÞ*d with the Sun, and the Moon under her Peet, 


c. to denote her Beauty, and the Glory with which 


ſhe ſhould be adornd. 


But I proceed to the third thing obſervd in the Text, 
VIZ, a 


III. The humble Aſcription that is made to the Al- 


mighty of the Victory obtain'd, as well as a Depen- 
e = dance 


out of his Chamber, and rejoices as a ſtrong Man to run 
ce 4 Race: His going forth is from the end of 15+ Heaven, 


— 
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dance on the ſame Mercy and Power for the like Ad. 
vantages to be hereafter expected; expreſsd in this 


Prophetick Petition, So let all thy Enemies periſh, O 


LOA D, &c. 3 
While the Church prays that all God's Enemies may 
periſh like the Forces of Fabir, (he owns that the De» 
ciſion of Battels belongs to the LORD of Hoſts, and 
that the Victory obtain'd over the Canaanites was e, 


to the God of al, This Truth is often acknowledg 


in the Divine Writings, and is often very elegantly ex- | 
preſs'd by the Pſalmiſt: For who is God (ſays he) ſave Pal. 18. 
the LORD, or who is a Rock ſave our God 2 It is God 3 . 


that girds me with Strength, and makes my way perfect. He 


makes my Feet like Hinds Feet, and ſets me upon my high 
Places, He teaches my Hands to war, ſo that a Bom of 
Steel is broken by my Arms. Thou haſt alſo given me the 
Shield of thy Salvation, andthy right Hand has holden me 
up, and thy Gentleneſs has made me Great. Thou haſt en- 
larg d my ſteps under me, that my Feet did not ſlip. I 
have purſu'd my Enemies, and overtaken them ; neither did 
T turn again till they were con ſum d. I have wounded them 


that they were not able to riſe, they are fallen under my feet. 


For thou haſt girded me with Strength unto Battel : Thou 
haſt ſubdu'd under me thoſe that roſe up againſt me, Thou 
haſt alſo given me the necks of my Enemies, that I might 


deſtroy them that hate me, &c. We will rejoice in thy Sal. PI. ac. s,. 


vation, and in the Name of our God we will ſet up our Ban- 


mere: The LORD fulfil all thy Petitions, Nom know 


I that the LORD ſaveth his Anointed: Hz will hear 
him from his holy Heaven with the ſaving Strength of his 
right Hand, In Judah is God known ; his Name js great pfl. ;5, 
in Iſrael. In Salem alſo is bis Tabernacle, and his Dwel- 1, 2,3. 


lung place in Sion. There brake he the Arrows of the Bom, 
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the Shield, and the Sword, and the Bittel, Selah—— The 
Stout-hearted are ſpoil'd, they have ſlept their Sleep, and 
none of the Men of Might have found their Hands, At 
thy Rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the Chariot and Horſe 
are caſt into a dead Sleep. Thou even Thou art to le fear'd, 
and who may ſtand in thy ſight when once Thou art an- 
gry, &c ? 3 

The Name of LO R D of Hoſts, fo often us'd in 


Scriptute, ſignifies not only that all the Hoſt of Heaven, 
all the Legions of Angels are under the Divine Govern- 


ment; but alſo that all the Armies of men are at the 


diſpoſal of God, add over-ruPd to ſubſerve his D eſigus 


and accompliſh his Pleaſure. 
He gives Princes, Stateſmen and Generals, Preſence 
of Mind, or confounds their Thoughts; He directs em 
to take right Methods, or infatuates em; He renders 
their Projects proſperous, or diſconcerts and breaks their 


Meaſures; He gives Courage to their Armies, or diſpi- 


Tits *em 3 He ſometimes augments the Reſolution and 


Valour of thoſe whom he deſigns to render victorious, 


Zec. 12.8. 


Job 12. 
16—2 5. 


ſo that on that account they vaſtly ſurpaſs their Enemies, 
and even exceed themſel ves, and are made to accompliſn 
that which on other occaſions themſelves would think 
imprudent to attempt. Thus, to uſethe Prophet's Phraſe, 
The Feeble become like David, and the Houſe of David 

like the Angel of the LORD. With Him js Strength 
and Wiſdom, the Deceived and the Deceiver are his, He 
leads away Gounſellors ſpoild, and makes the Judges Fools. 
He looſes the Bonds of Kings, and irds ti ir Loins with 
a Girdle. He leads Princes away ſpoild, and overthrows 
the Mighty. He remove: away the Speech of the Truſty, 
and takes away the U. ſianding of the Aged. He pours 
Contempt upon Princes, and weakens the Strength of the 
Mighty. He diſcovers deep things out of Darkneſs, and 


brings, 
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brings oui to light the Shadow of Death, He increaſes the 
Nations, and defiroys em. He inlarges the Nations, and 
 ftrattens em again. He takes away the Heart of the chief 
of the People of the Earth, and cauſes em to wander in a 
| Wilderneſs where there is no way. They grope in the dax 
| without light, and be makes 'em to ſtagger like a drunken 
| Man. | cp: au WES Ts 
Every one who 1s converſant in the Holy Scriptures, 

* knows that nothing has been more conſtantly attributed 

to God, than the Advantages his People have obtaind 

over their Enemies; and that many Pſalms of Praiſe have 

been compos d on ſuch occaſions, I his Name they 
| were wont to ſet up their Banners, and to his Arm they 

usd to aſcribe all their Victories 

Nor does this hinder the Obligation all good Men are 

under, of making a grateful Acknowledgment to the Per- 

ſons whom the Providence of God has employ for their 
Defence or Deliverance. As God himſelf has declar'd, 
That he will honour thoſe who honour Him, ſo He requires 1 Sim. :; 
us to give Honour to whom Honour is due Common 3% _ 
* Juſtice and Gratitude engage us to be thankful to our * 
| | BenefaGtors; and this Obligation increaſes in proportion 
| to the extent and value of the Benefits we receive by 0 
their means, and to the Difficulties and Perils to which 

they have generouſly expos d themſclves in procuring: 

'em: Of which former Ages were fo ſenſible, that 

many Nations have been much more prone to exceed 

due bounds in the Honours they have done their Heroes, 

both while living and when dead, than to be deficient 

therein. Tho, I confeſs, we live in an Age and Nation 

wherein ſome have not ſcrupl'd to practiſe the Reverſe. 

of this, and have been ſo unjuſt to the Name of a Prince, 

to whom (under God) they owe the Reſtoration of 

their Civil and Preſervation of their Religious Liberties, : 
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as to refuſe that Honour to his Memory, which his lefs 
partial Enemies abroad think reaſonable to allow him. 
The Song of Deborah gives the principal Glory of the 


= 


Victory it celebrates to the Great God, to whom Salva- 
tion ard Vidory belong; and at the ſame time forgets 


not to give juſt Applauſe to the Officers and Troops that 
acquir'd it under the Divine Conduct. Praiſe ye the 
/:r.2, 3. LORD (ſays ſhe) for the avenging of Iſrael, when the 
People willingly offer d themſelves, Hear, O ye Kings, 


give ear, O ge Princes; I even I will ſingtothe LORD, 


I will ſing praiſe to the LOR D God of Iſrael.— My 

Ver. 9. Heart is toward the Governours of Iſrael that offer d them- 

ſelves willingly among the People. Bleſs ye the LOR D— 

. Awake, awake, Deborah; awake, awake, utter a Song 

OY Ariſe Barak, and lead thy Captivity captive, thou Son of A- 

binoam. Then he made him that remains have dominion 

over the N(obles among the People, the LOR D made me 
have dominion over the Mighty. 


Verel2 


And nothing can be more certainly concluded, than 


that *cis the duty of thoſe to whom God has given Vic- 


tory over cruel Enemies, to depend for the future on 


the ſame Divine Arm that has already made em Conque- 


rors; and that they that know his Name ſhould put their 


Plal. 9. 10. Truſt in Him, ſeeing He has not forſaken them that ſeek 


But tis time we ſhould come to the Improvement of 
what has been ſaid, with a particular Reference to the 
ſolemn. Occaſion of our Aſſembling this day. 

It becomes us to imitate the Zeal of Deborah and Ba- 
/rak, and the joyful Tribes of Iſrael, in looking back-on 


Troops and thoſe of her Allies over the Arms of Frauce; 
to excite us to the Duty of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, 
: to 


the late Victory it has pleas'd God to give her Majeſty's 
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to which we have had ſo loud a Call by the Provi- 


dence of God, as well as by her Majeſty's pious Pro- 


clamation. 


We may alſo hence take occaſion with the ſame 
| Jfraelites to look forward with Hope, and to pray for 


(I had almoſt faid. preſage) the like glorious Acts of 
Providence in favour of the righteous Cauſe in which 
this Nation with ſome other States is engag d againſt the 
moſt dangerous Tyrant and greateſt Perſecutor of the 
Age: And to give the Almighty the Glory due to his 
Name, by confiding in his Mercy and Power for future 
Victories 3 fince our Hope is encouragd by one fo emi- 
nent as that which we now joyfully commemorate : 


The Circumſtances of which were not altogether unlike 


that which is celebrated in the Song of Triumph which 
our Text concludes. 6 es - 8 
Tis true, we have not been enſlav'd to France, we 
have not felt what it is to be oppreſs d, as the I,raelite- 
were under the Yoke of Jabin. We were in the poſ⸗ 
ſeſſion of our Liberty and Religion when God was 
pleas d to give us the late Victory. His Providence has 
given us a commodious Situation in the midſt of the 
Seas, which has been a Mean to preſerve us even from 
many of the Calamities of War that are unavoidable to 
our Neighbours and Allies on the Continent. But every 
conſidering Man will acknowledg, That the Danger 
that both formerly and of late has threaten d us, of be- 
ing inſulted by that Great Oppreſſor, who pretends to 
give Laws and Kings to ſo many Nations, has not been 
contemptible. That he has been many years endeavour. 


ing to graſp all the Territories of Cyrope, aud ſubjugate | 


em to his Arbitrary Power, has appeard by the Ma- 
nagement of his Councils and the Operations of his 
Forces; and there are but too many ſad Inſtances 4 

. 1s 
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is Succeſs in ſome foreign Countries, into which he has car- 
| ried Fire and Sword, and by thoſe Inſtruments of Cruelty 
N eſtabliſh'd his Deſpotick Government. The Yoke has been 
5 no leſs heavy which he has impos d on multitudes of his 
own Subjects: 1 preſume you are not ignorant with what 
unparallel'd Barbarity he has perſecuted the Proteſtants in 
France, as well asthoſe in Piemont and the Principality of 
Orange What great numbers have ſuffer d Death by ya- 
_ rieiy of exquitite Torments; how many have been 
condemn'd to the Slavery of the Gallies, or that of the | 
| | American Plantations 5 and how many have been ex- 
E | posd to the Difficulties of Flight, and the Poverty 
1 and Hardſhip attending a ſtate of Exile in foreign 
Countries. 13855 | [ e 
Prudence and the Care of our own Welfare deeply 
intereſs us in all the Miſeries that befal our Allies; and 
Humanity teaches us to pity all that are oppreſs'd: But 
we owe the Members of our Saviours Myſtical Body a 
1 Sympathy ſo tender, as to make us reſent their Sorrows 
and Sufferings as our own; and therefore what they 
1 have felt as well as what we have feard, their Afflictions — 
as well as our own Dangers, ſhew us what cauſe we have | 
| to bleſs God for the late Mortification the common E- 
| nemy has receivd. _ | „ - 
The many crying Sins of this Nation, and the great 
Aggravation of its Guilt in ſo long refuſing to be re- 
* form d, notwithſtanding all the pious and charitable At- | 
tempts that have been made to that purpoſe by Perſons 
Of all Ranks and Degrees among us; the Abuſe of ſo 
9 many days of ſolemn Humiliation wherein too many ; 
| : have arawn nigh to God only with their Months and ho- | 
nour d him with their Lips, while their Hearts have been | 
far from him, increas d the Fears of many good Men, 


and made their Hearts tremble (like Elis) for the Ark 
| 5 of 
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of God; leſt our Rock ſhould ſell us into the hands of our | 
Faewies as a People incorrigible by all indulgent Me- 
thods, and make us ſerve a People that were not able 
to ſtand before our Anceſtors, nor had been ſo formida- 

ble in this Age, it the Weakneſs and Treachery of tho 
| who ſhould have provided for the common Safety in 
| ſome former Reigns had not favourd their . be 
Deſigns, by conniving at their unreaſonable Quarrels 
þ with their Neighbours, by tamely looking on their 
many unjuſt Incroachments, and by contributing to the 
valt Increaſe of their Naval Force. 
And notwithſtanding the frequent Checks the French 
King receiv'd by the prudent Counſels, indefatigable 
| Induſtry, and victorious Arms of the late King William 
f of glorious Memory; yet the reſpite he obtain d by the 
| Peace he found himſelf oblig'd to ſeek at the hand of 
this Prince, was improv'd by him in recruiting his 
Strength, and in making Preparation for the expected 
Death of the late King of Spain, upon whoſe Exit he 
did not want a pretence to get Spain it ſelf, and the 
1 greateſt part of the Dominions belonging to that Mo- 
; narchy, immediately under his power. Divers Places in 
the Low Countries that had been regain'd from bim and 
defended againſt him in the former War, at the Expence 
of ſo much Blood and Treaſure, fell at once into his 
hands; and the immenſe Riches of the Meſt- Indian 
Mines became an eaſy Prey to him. 
While all Exrope was in a Conſternation, and trem- 
bled at the Event of this great Revolution, and divers 
7 Princes and States found themſelves under a neceſſity to 
arm againſt the Miſchiefs that deeply affected ſome of em 
and threaten'd the reſt ; France employ d her 2 | 
and Artifice with ſo much Succeſs as to engage ſeveral of 
em to eſpouſe her Quarrel, and to amuſe others into a 
Neutrality, notwithſtanding the Evidence of the com- 
mon Danger. | D With 
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had the Advantage of the Ground, and were big with 
the 


"A Thanh giving Sermon 
With theſe Advantages the French King began the 
preſent War, and before the late Defeat of his Troops 


near Hochſtet, had made very great Advances in Germa. 
ny by the Aſſiſtance of the Elector of Bavwria: A 


Prince, who after the Example of his Brother the Elec- 
tor of Cn, has thought fit to ſacrifice his own Honor 


and Authority, as well as the Blood of his Subjects and 
Peace of his Country, to the tumor of a Tyrant, and 
to have the ſat i faction of lending his Aſſiſtance to en- 


{ſlave Europe, for whoſe Lib / he formerly appear'd 
in the Field; as ii he now thought it more eligible to be 
a Vaſſal of France than a Sovereign Prince, and more 
honorable to draw his Sword againſt the common Liber. 


ty than in the Defence of it. The Donſternation, Weak- 
neſs and Diviſions 95 the Empir the Succeſs of the 


French in obliging the Inperialiſi ro abandon Itah, the 


- Difficulties under which the Duke of Savoy labour'd, the 


unaccountable Confuſions of Poland, and the doubtful 
Situation of the Affairs of Portugal, together with the 
untoward Factions and Diſcontents that fermented the 
Scotiſh Nation, as well as the Diſaffection of too many in 
this Kingdom, who by their Frowaroneſs and Uneaſineſs 
under the preſent Government, make it appear that they 
wiſh not ſo well to the Proteſtant Intereſt as they ought 


to do: All theſe things gave us but a melancholy Proſpect 


of Affairs before the late Battel. 
The Forces of the Enemy were ſuperior in number 


to thoſe of the Allies: They were the flower and pride 


of the French Troops, that had all the Advantages of 
Diſcipline and Experience; many of 'em were Vete- 
ranes, led on by a more than common number of good 


Officers, long inurd to the Hardſhips, and well ac- 


quainted with the Stratagems of War, under the Con- 


duct of a General of a growing Reputation. They 
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the hope of a compleat Victory, and of the large Spoil 
and new Honors that would attend it, 
If at this critical Junctute God had thought fit fo deal 
with us according to our Sins, and to reward us after our Ini- 
quities, what a diſmal Scene might we now have had in 
view ! If Victory had been on our Enemies (ide, and 
given them an Opportunity of cutting off the Retreat 
of our Troops, and of ſurrounding them in a place fo 
very diſtant from their Native Country; the Slaughter 
of 'em might have been as great, and their Overthrow as 
fatal as that of the French has prov'd. - Our Sorrow and 
Fear might have been equal to our preſent Joy and Hope. 
We might have been this day the Scorn and Triumph of 
thoſe that hate us, and inſtead of wearing the Garments 
_ of Praiſe, might have been cloth'd with the Spirit of 
Heavineſs, But God has ſpoken to us by his Providence, 
| as he did formerly to the Jews by his Prophets: For 16. 48.9, 
my Name's ſake will I defer my Anger, and for my Praiſe 11. 
will I refrain for thee that I cut thee not off —- For my own 
ſake, even for my own ſake will I do it; for how ſhould my 
Name be polluted ? and I will not give my Glory to another. 
The French were very confident of Succeſs; but to 
their Confidence the Confederate Army oppos'd their 
ſolemn Prayers, to engage the Almighty on their fide, 
and ſeem to have encounter d their Enemies with a 
Courage like that with which K. Hezekiah inſpir'd the 
Jewiſh Captains, againſt the powerful Army of the K. 
of Aria, when he ſaid, Be ſtrong and courageous, be 2 Chron, 
not afraid nor diſmay'd for the K. of Aſſyria, nor for all 3* 7, 8. 
thbe Multitnde that is with him. With him is an Arm of 
5 Fleſh, but with as isthe LO R D our God, to help us and 
to fight our Butels, And we may now ſay, The LORD 184. 52.1% 
has made bare his Holy Arm in the Eyes of all the Nations; 
and has given us a Victory that has no parallel in the pre- 
ſent Age, and all things conſider'd, there are few Ex- 
D 2 ..-._ - ampies 


remov d all Apprehenſion of Danger from the Minds of 


4 Thankſgiving Sermon 


amples in Hiſtory that can equal it, excepting thoſe mi. 


raculous Inſtances among the 1/raelites in the time of the 
Judges. Our Enemies have not only been conquer'd, 
but cut off in prodigious Numbers; many Squadrons 
that eſcapd the Edg of the Sword, were precipitated 


into the Danube, and drownd therein, as the Caraanite- 
were in the River Kiſhon, and the Egyptians before in 


the Red Sea, and a great number of Battalions made Pri- 


ſonets of War: So that a numerous and well diſciplin d 


Army. was not only routed,but in a manner totally ruin'd. 
Some conliderable Victories have been obtajn'd with- 
out any great Slaughter of Men; when many have been 
ſain, the Body of the Army has been often ſav'd by a 
prudent Retreat; when they have been put to a diſor- 


derly Flight, great numbers have commonly eſcap'd, 


and ſoon made a formidable Appearance again. But on 


this Occaſion all things concurd to the almoſt entire 
Deſtruction of the French Troops, which is a very ſur- 


prizing Event in an Age and in an Army, wherein the 
Art of War has been ſo much refin'd and advanc'd to fo 


| high a perfection. In former Ages Men generally 


fought with abundantly more Courage than Skill, and 
ſeem'd more careful to employ what Art they had in de- 
ſtroying their Enemies than in preſerving themſelves ; 


and conſequently the Slaughter on both fides was uſu- 


ally great. But modern Armies are no leſs skilful in the 
Defenſive than in the Offenſive part of War, and are 
not wont to engage, without firſt taking all neceſſary 


precautions to ſecure to themſelves a good Retreat, in 


caſe they ſhould fail of Succeſs: And the French of all 
others have been remark d for their Prudence and Care 


on this account, But whether a dependance on the 


Number, Experience and Courage of their Troops, 
and a confident Expectation of coming off Conquerors, 


their 
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their Generals, or whatſoever elſe was the Cauſe of their 
Infatuation, they fo orderd the matter, that when their 
* Army was broken, a great part of it was ſo inclos'd by 
the Confederate Forces, that 'twas impoſſible for them 
: to eſcape 3 and many others found no other way of re- 

treat than that of throwing themſelves into the Davube, 
leaving their Camp and the Spoils of it to their Con- 
querors. | | PR | 
And that which ought to endear to us the memory of 
this Action, and togive a peculiar Accent to our Thankſ- 
giving, is that the Forces of the Proteſtant Princes and 
States, and more eſpecially the Exgliſo Troops had the 
far greateſt ſhare in it, and conſequently of the Honor 


tat attend i... WE _ 
The Deſtruction of ſo many of the French King's 
braveſt Troops, which he had ſo often review'd with 
pleaſure, as the hopeful Inſtruments of his cruel Ambiti- 
on, and whole former Succeſſes had been celebrated by 
the Wit and Eloquence of ſo many flattering Tongues 
and Pens, mult needs give a ſtrange Uneaſineſs to the 
mind of that haughty Monarch 5 while we adore the Di- 
vine Providence that has abas'd the Glory of his high 
Locks, broken the Arm of Fleſh on which he lean'd, and 
ſwept away many of thoſe Troops from the face of the 
Earth, which he had employ'd to extirpate the Pro- 
teſtant Religion out of Francſde. 
The fignal preſervation of the Exgliſb General who 
was exposd to imminent danger in this Battel, and the 
taking of the French General Priſoner, with divers o- 
ther General Officers, beſides thoſe that fell by the Sword, 
all add to the Splendor of that Memorable Day; which 
would have been leſs bright and joyful, if Mareſchal 
Tallard had made his Eſcape, and the Duke of Maribo- 
rough had been ſlain. | 
As the Victory it ſelf was very great, ſo are the Conſe- 
quences 


P 8 
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quences of it likely to be, ſome of which already be- 
gin to appear. What immediate Relief has it given to 
Germany? What Life to the common Cauſe of Europe? 
What Strength to the Confederacy? What Vigor to the 


Spirits of the People in this and divers foreign Nations? 


And we may reaſonably hope for yet greater things, if 
the great God will continue to go out with our Armies; 
and not only this Age, but Ages to come will reap the 


Advantage, 'as well as keep up the Memory of this 


never to be forgotten Victory, For 


2. We may hence take encouragement after the Exam- 


ple of the Iſraelites in our Text, to hope and pray for the 
like eminent Diſplays of the Divine Juſtice and Mercy 
hereafter. So let all thy Enemies piriſh, O LO RD, 
but let them that love Him be as the Sun when he goes forth 


in bus Might, What God has already wrought for his 


Church, ſeems a hopeful Earneſt and Pledg of yet greater 


things which he deſigns in her favor: And as we have 


bad Occafion for many days of Humiliation and Prayer, 
let us hope for as many Seaſons of Joy and Thankſgiving. 
Let us pray that thoſe who attempt to baniſh Liberty, 


Peace, and the true Religion from the Earth, may ſee 


their pernicious Deſigns prove abortive; and that the 
Forces they unjuſtly employ to execute ſuch wicked 

17. 41, 2, Purpoſes, may become as Duſt to the Swords, and as 
driven Stubbleto the Bows of thoſe who favor the Cauſe 
of Truth and Juſtice : That thoſe Princes, who neither 

fear God nor regard Man, but break all Civil and Sacred 

Bonds aſunder at their pleaſure, that will be govern'd by 


no Principles either of Honor or Conſcience, but per- 


fidiouſly violate the moſt ſolemn Treatics and Oaths to 
22 their inſatiable deſire of Dominion, may never 
be able to compals their Deſigns, but that the righteous 
Judgment of God may be eminently reveal'd, in puniſh- 
ing their Impiety, Injuſtice and Treachery : That thoſe 

Rp os | ” who 


who have made themſelves rich with the Spoils, and 


jects and Neighbours, but of the Saints and Martyrs of 


ces: That as God, when he had deſtroy'd Pharaoh and 


Enemies whom he has lately conquer'd, till he has 


hall not be taken down ; That all thoſe Antichriſtian Per- 


fluence of her happy Government. Let us contribute 


N 
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drunk with the Blood, not only of their innocent Sub- 


Jeſus, may have Blood given em to drink becauſe they 
are worthy, while they perſiſt in thoſe inhumane Practi- 


bis Army in the mighty Waters of the Red Sea, gave re- 
peated Victories to his Church till he had ſettled 'em in 
the Land he had promis d' em; fo he may purſue thoſe 


made his Church a quiet Habitation, a Tabernacle thaj 16.33.20. 


ſecutors, who are not willing Chriſt ſhould reign ſo 
much as 1n the Hearts of his People, may be made to 
feel the weight of his Rod of Iron, if they will not bow Prov. 2. 9. 
to the Scepter of his Mercy: That the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt may flouriſh and proſper, and thoſe of the Re- 
form'd Religion in France, who have long hazarded 


their Lives in the defence of that and their Civil Liberty, 


may be effectually deliver'd from the hands of their Ene- Luk. 1. 73. 


mies, to ſerve God without Fear, in Holineſs and Righte- 
ou ſue ſt before him, all the days of their Lives, It becomes 


us to ſympathize with them in their Afflictions in the 


midſt of our Triumphs, and by no means to forget Jeru- Po 137. 
55 C. 


ſalem, but to prefer her Proſperity above our chief Foy. 
And we ought to pray, that all who love her and ſeek 
her Good, may proſper; that they may increaſe in 
Vigor and Luſtre, like the San when he goes out in his 
Might, Let us pray that a Series of Victories and Tri- 
umphs may attend the Reign of Queen A NN, till 
her and our Enemies are brought to reaſon, and that we 
may long enjoy the Advantages we poſſeſs under the In- 


what we can to-the Support of it, and to the Succeſs of 
her Arms, atleaſt by our conſtant and fervent dns ; 
or 


A Thankſeiving Sermon 
ſor there's no Law to reſtrain any of us from rendering 
Serviceto her Majeſty and to our Native Country after 
this prous manner. „ 

Laſtly, Let us give God the Glory that is due to his 
Name, for all that he has already done for us, and re- 
ſolve on all like Occaſions to celebrate his Praiſe. Let 


-Exod.rs, Us imitate the Gratitude of Moſes and Iſrael, I will 


V.9. to, 11. 


ſing unto the LORD, for he hath triumph'd gloriouſly, 
the Horſe and his Rider hath ke thrown into the Sea, lhe 
LORD is my Strength and Song, and he is become my 
Salvation: He is my God, and I will prepare him a Habi- 
tation 5 my Father's God, and I will exalt kim: ] E H O- 
VAH i#s a Man of Mar, JEHOVAH z his Name. 
"Pharaoh's Chariots and his Hiſt hath be caſt into the Sea, bis 
choſen Captains alſo are drown d in the Red Sea. The depths 
hade cover'd them, they ſunk into the bottom as a Stone, 
Thy Right hand, O LO RD, is become glorious in Power; 
thy Right hand, O LORD, has daſhd in pieces the Ene- 
my, and in the Greatneſs of thy Excellency thou haſt ober- 
| Thrown them that roſe up againſt thee : Thou ſenteſt forth 
thy Wrath which con ſum d them as Stubble, —The Enemy 
ſaid, I will purſue, I will overtake, I will divide the Spoil, 
my Luft ſhall be ſatisfy d upon them ; I will draw my Sword, 
my hand ſhall deftroy them, Thou didft blow with thy Wind, 
the Sea cover'd them, they ſunk as Lead in the mighty Wa- 
ters, Whois like unto thee, OLOR D, among the God: 
who is like thee ! glorious in Holineſs, fearful in Praiſes, 
doing Wonders, &c. Andelſewhere, I will publiſh (lays 
Moſs) the Name of the LO R D, aſcribe ye Greatneſs to 
our God. He 3s the Rock, bis Work us perfect; for all bis 
ways are Judgment 4 God of Truth and without Iniquity, 
Juſt and right is He. Let us ſingin the words of the 


P68. 3,4. Plalmiſt, — Let the Righteows be glad, let them rejoice be- 


| fore God, yea let them exceedingly rejoice. Sing unto God, 
ing Praiſes to bis Name: Extol him that rides upon the 


Heavens 
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Heaven by his Name ] AH, and rejoice before him Ie Venn, 4 
LORD gave the Word, great was the Company of thoſe that 
publiſh d it. Kings of Armies did flee apace, and ſhe that ta- 
ried at home divided the Spoil —— Bleſſed be the LOR D who ber. 19, 
daily loads us with Benefits, even the God of our Salvation, Se- 2 21. 
lah. Hethat is our God, is the God of Salvation : and unto 
God the LORD belong the Iſſues from Death, But God 
ſhall wound the Head of his Enemies, and the hairy Scalp of ſuch 
a one as goes on ſtill in hit Treſpaſſes.——Bleſs ye God in the Con- ver, 25, 
 gregations, even the LON D from the Fountain of Iſrael — 
Thy God hath commanded thy Strength : firengthen O God that ver. 28, 
which thou haſt wrought for us. Scatter thou the People that de. Ver, zo. 
light in War Sing unto God ye Kingdoms of the Earth, O 
ſing Praiſes unto the LORD. Selah.—- {ſcribe ze Strength Ver. 34,35. 
unto God. his Excellency is over Iſrael, and his Strength ia in 
the Clouds, O Gad, thou art terrible out of thy Holy Places : The 
God of Iſrael is he that giveth Strength and Power unto his Peo- | 
ple 5 bleſſed be God. And elſewhere: O ſing tothe LO RD Plal.g8.r. 
a new Song, for he hath done marvellous things : His right Hand 
aud bis holy Arm hath gotten him the Victory. 
But what ſhall we render to the LON for all his Bene- 
fits ? Wherewith ſhall we come before the LO R D, and bow ic. 5. 5,7. 
our ſelves before the High GO D? Shall we come before him ; 
with Burm-Offirings, with Calves of 4 year old? Will the 
LO RD be plead with Thouſands of Rams, or with Ten 
thouſands of "Rivers of Oil? No. Tho the Thankſgiving of 
his People was formerly expreſs'd by theſe Offerings, which 
are not requir d of us, ſince the Oblation our Saviour made 
of himſelf ance for all on the Croſs: Yet God expected 
from them, and much more expects from us another kind of 
Sacrifices: The Sacrifice of Praiſe, the Calves of our Lips. Sin- Hoſ 14. 2. 
cere Hearts and pure Affections: Bleſs the LORD (ſays Vb-13-15- 
the Plalmiſt) O wy Soul, and all that is within. me, bleſs his py, 103, 
| Holy Name, Bleſs the LO X D, O my Soul, and forget not all 1, 2. 
his Benefits, A holy and regular Converſation : He hath 
| E fſhewd 
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Mic. 6. 8. ſhew'd thee O Man what is good, and what doth the LORD 
5 require of thee, but to-do Fuſtice and to love Mercy, and to walk 
Rom. 12. hymbly with thy God ? That we preſent our Bodies (as well as 
I | Souls) a living Sacrifice, Holy, acceptable unto God, which s 

Heb.13:16. our reaſonable Service. That we forget not to do good and to 

communicase, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well plead, We 

are not to ſatisfy our ſelves in laying aſide our ordinary Af- 

fairs, and in devoting ſome little time to the Service of God, 

in appearing in his Sanctuary, and. expreſſing Joy in our 
Countenances, 1n ſpeaking and hearing of God's wonderful 
Works, and in ſinging his Praiſes with our Tongues ; but 

theſe ought to make a very deep and laſting Impr ſſion on 

our Minds, ſhould endear the Service of his Temple to us, 

£ where he has ſo graciouſly heard our Prayers, and thereby 
Pſ. 32. 7. compaſe”d us about with Songs of Deliverance, The Reflections 
we make on the mighty Works of God which are juſtly zwar- 

b. 8.23. long in our Eyes, ſhould excite our Love and exalt our De- 
votion, confirm our Faith and encourage our Hope, and in- 
ſpire us with holy Reſolutions of ſerving him with thoſe 
Lives, that Liberty, and thoſe Eſtates that he has defended 
and ſecur'd, according to the Precepts of that Holy Religion, 
the free Exerciſe of which he has preſervd to us. Whoſo 
A $0238 offers Praiſe (ſays God himſelf ) glorifies me, and to him 

that orders his Converſation aright, will I ſhew the Salvation: . 

A LS; F 
And ſuffer me particularly to recommend to you the Re- 

membrance of the Poor on this joyful Occaſion. When 

the Jews prevail d againſt their Enemies, and ſolemniz d 

the Feaſt of Purim for a time of Thankſgiving, as they ſent 

Eſt, 9. 22. Portions one to another, ſo they ſent Gifts to the Poor, If 
on a Day of Faſting we are requir d to deal our Bread to the 

Ila. 38. 7. Hungry, and to bring the Poor that are caſt out into our Houſes, 
when we ſee the N aked to cover him, and not to hide our ſelves 

Jer. 1c, From our own Fleſh, To draw out our Souls to the Hungry, and 
190ð ſatisfy the affiided Soul: How reaſonable is the Exerciſe of 
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this Charity on a Day of Thankſgiving ! a proper Occaſion of 
acknowledging God's Mercy to us, in being merciful to thoſe 
that bear his Image. We have been enquiring what Returns 
we (hall make to the Lord our God: Tho our Goodneſs ex. Pſ. 16. 2. 
tends not to him, yet it ought to be diffus d among #he Saints 
that are on Earth; nay we ought to do good to all men, tho ef a £ as” 
pecially to them that are of the Houſhold of Faith. Our Saviour 
| was pleas'd in the days of his Fleſh perſonally to receive the 
: Charity of his Followers; now he is aſcended into Heaven 

he z above thoſe Neceſſities, yet he interprets what his Peo- 
ple receive for his ſake, as if taken by his own Hand and ap- 
ply'd to his own Uſe: [was hungry, ſays he, and ye gave me Mat. 25, 
Meat, I was thirſly and ye gave me Drink; I was a Stranger 35, 36. 
and ye took me in; naked and ye clothed me; I was ſick and 
ze viſited me; I wasin Priſon and ye came to me. — Verily J RY 
i unto jou, Inaſmuch as ye have done it to one of the leaſt of theſes © 
my Brethren, ye have done it to me. Can there be a more fit 
Occaſion than this Day of Joy and Triumph offers you, to 
auen 12 g e " refreſh 8 Bowels of the Poor, 
that the le £718 Of. 1 t at was red to periſh may come upon ec 
jou, and that E may cauſe the Widow's Heart to ſing or Frey 
Joy: For (to uſe the Words of the Apoſtle) the Admi- 
niſtration of this Service not only ſupplies the Want of the ATT. 
Saints, but is abundant alſo by many Thank ſgivings uits God, 
Need I add any thing to excite you to praiſe the God of 
our Mercies, after I have repreſented to you how much an 
_ unworthy and finful Nation has been the Care of his Provi- 
dence, and how much we owe him for that important Change 
he has made in the State of Affairs in Europe in favour of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt? The Duty of Thankſgiving is reaſona- 
ble, neceſſary, and pleaſant 3 'tis the Buſineſs and Picafure 
of the higheſt Order of rational Creatures, the Holy gels Mit. 18, 
tbat always behold the Face of our Heavenly Father. We in't 10. 
neglect this Duty without contracting the Guilt of the black- 
eſt Ingratitude, and incurring the Diſpleaſure of a 3 
God. 
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=”. God. As his Temple is call'd the Houſe of Prayer, fo 'tis 
.. termd the Praiſes of Mrael, to ſhew that Praiſe is av eſſential 
1 part of his Worſhip as well as Prayer. Tis an Baſe and 
8 * Pleaſure to a grateful Mind to acknowledg the Obligations 
which it can never diſcharge. Tis very acceptable to God, 

ET as well as agreeable to every ingenuous Soul; and on that 
= account we may apply to it what Jotham in his Parable ſays 
© Judg 9.3. Of the Fruit of the Vine, that it cheers both Gad and Man. 
Tis a pleaſing Sacrifice to Him, and a pleaſant Duty to 

F.. 147. 1. all that fincerely perform it: Praiſe ye the LORD, 
(ſays the Pſalmiſt) for it is good to ſing Praiſes to our God, 

for it is pleaſant, and Praiſe is come/y. But we muſt al- 

=_ Ways remember, that our Lives are to praiſe Him as well 
. Bom. 2-4-» 95 Our Lips; and if his Goodneſi has that influence upon 
us, as effectually to lead #5 to Repentance, we ſhall be ſe- 
cure of the Divine Favour, and have more of theſe Occa- 

Pf, 100. 4 ons to enter into bis Gates with Thankſgiving, and into his 
1Per,z.13 Courts with Praiſe, For who ſhall harm us if we be Fol- 

| lowers of that which is” good? and if God be for ws, who 
* Pl 68. 1. can be againſt ws ? If he ariſe, his Enemies will be ſcatterd. 
45 LE and thoſe that hate Him fall flee before Him. 55 
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